
 

 
 
 
 
 

PATRIOTISM 
TOMORROW 

 

 
The phrase Patriotism Tomorrow serves as title for the recently devised program of the Polish 

Ministry of Culture and National Heritage. This slogan has inspired us to create an exhibition of 

contemporary art, which would ask questions about its implications, as this very phrase touches 

upon several crucial contemporary problems. 

 

Our lives are stretched between two phantasmic ideas. The first of these is the idea of the future, 

which fascinates us, and which we envisage basing on scientific prognoses as well as on our 

individual fantasies and expectations. These visions of the future are often greatly misleading; this 

was the case with the predictions for the year 2000 (for our generation, this meant the dissolution 

of a myth connected with the coming of great changes brought about by the coming of the new 

millennium). 

 

The second phantasmic idea is historical truth. History, as we know, is – similarly – just a model 

of events. The more we protect historical memory and the feelings of pride and continuity it 

brings, the more distorted this model becomes. The desire to be reminded only of praiseworthy or 

otherwise positive moments in history makes us push the less pleasant historical facts outside the 

area of common memory. 

 

Thus, Patriotism Tomorrow sounds as if it consisted of two question marks. These questions 

and doubts concern chiefly the observed decline of the national state, which springs from several 



factors such as globalisation, the increasingly multicultural character of societies and the 

polarisation of human attitudes increasing together with the level of education, and, finally, the 

expanding scope of information – or disinformation – available through the media (while, earlier, 

the fear of the unknown has served as an integrating factor). 

 

Due to the above determinants, the meaning of the term “patriotism” should perhaps drift into 

the sphere of ideas which are constantly negotiated and renegotiated by society; drift from the 

sphere of the nation-based state to the sphere of the civil society. Especially if we consider that 

“patriotism”, understood literally as “love of one’s homeland”, unquestionably belongs also to the 

sphere of human feelings and involves an emotional dimension – something difficult to 

systematize or evaluate. 

 

The exhibition serves as an opportunity to attempt a synchronic view at the diverse shades of 

patriotism across Europe, which together create a net of connections and evolutions of a single 

term. What we aim to show is the similarities and differences between these varieties of 

“patriotism” and the fact that the term itself is continuously subject to diverse subversions. 

The exhibition aims at showing not only the diversity of attitudes, but also – perhaps more 

importantly – the impossibility of evaluating various approaches against each other, as they all 

are deeply rooted in the geopolitical and historical conditions. 

 

We’ve invited over 20 artists from 9 European countries (Poland, Hungary, Ukraine, Belarus, 

Austria, Germany, United Kingdom, Sweden and Switzerland), leaving them the decision about 

how they perceive and define the term “patriotism”. We are not seeking a definite answer; we are 

rather interested in juxtaposing the perceptions of this idea in countries where democracy is old, 

young, or in non-democratic states. 

 

Monika Weychert-Waluszko 

 

 



ARTIST LIST 
 

Austria: 
 

Martin Krenn 

Belarus: 
 

Maksim Osipov 
Valzhyna Mort 

Artur Klinov 

Germany: 
 

Dirk Pleyer 
Wolf Kahlen 

Joachim Roth, Kay Michalak, Johannes Tolk 
Piero Glina 

 
Hungary: 

 
Kis Varsó (Little Warsaw) 

Zsolt Keserue 
Zopán Nagy 

 

Netherlands/Moldova: 

Ron Sluik 

 

Poland: 

Ryszard Górecki 
Galeria Rusz 

Lukasz Gronowski 
Twożywo 

Grzegorz Klaman 
 

Sweden: 
 

Juan Pedro Fabra Guemberena 
Laurie Haycock Makela 

 
Switzerland: 

 

Saskia Edens 
Labor: Hansjörg Köfler, Isabel Rohner, Irene Maag 

C Studio: Eva Staehle, Bruno Steiner, Haimo Ganz, Martin Blum, Simone Fuchs, Rebecca 
Mori, Daniel Brefin 

 
Ukraine: 

 
Wlodko Kaufman  

REP (Revolutionary Experimental Space):  
Olesia Chomenko, Wolodymyr Kuznecow 

 
United Kingdom: 

 

Grace Ndiritu 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

The exhibition opens on November 25th, 2006, and will be accompanied by a round table, 

a catalogue featuring not only the works of art, but also remarks and essays from Polish and 

foreign specialists connected with the theme of patriotism, an interactive website, an insert 

into the "Secession" cultural 

magazine and a concert. 

The round table is to revolve around two main issues – patriotism and emigration - the 

patriotism of emigrants. To this discussion we would like to invite people who have 

emigrated or spent a prolonged period of time outside their native countries, or have been 

born as emigrants, but still feel attached to their homeland and identify themselves with it. 

We are interested in how they perceive the idea of patriotism, and how – having extended 

knowledge about the reality of two or more countries – they assess the evolution of 

patriotism in the globalizing world, in which still emerge new versions of local patriotism, 

nationalism or even fascism. 

 

 

The participants invited to take part in the round table are: 

 

Emil Brix, Director of the Cultural Programming Department of the Austrian Ministry of 

Foreign Affairs, Austria 

Jerzy Macków, Institut fur Politikwissenschaft, Universitat Regensburg Germany/Poland 

Krisztina Jerger, Hungarian Institute of Culture in Warsaw Hungary/Poland 

Alexander J. Motyl, Professor of Political Science, Deputy Director of the Division of 

Global Affairs and co-director of the Central and East European Studies Program at Rutgers-

Newark University Ukraine/USA 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

                                                                                                   



“Unlike most academics, I happen to believe that patriotism—and such related phenomena 

as nationalism—will be around for a long time to come. Not only that, I also think that 

patriotism, like nationalism, is as easily reconcilable with liberalism as it is with 

communism and fascism.   

There are many excellent reasons for patriotism. It is emotionally appealing in an age of 

emotional sterility. It is existentially appealing in an age of existential meaninglessness. It 

is socially appealing in an age of hyper-individualism. It is economically appealing in an 

age of capitalist globalization. And it is politically appealing in an age of nations and states. 

Moreover, patriotism is rational—or as rational as any other political stance. Patriotism 

builds parties and movements; it mobilizes voters; it delineates the political community. 

Patriotism may therefore even be indispensable to democracy.  

Intellectuals—especially well fed Western intellectuals—generally claim not to like 

patriotism, which they prefer to define as a primitive emotion that appeals only to the 

witless masses. But intellectuals have no persuasive intellectual alternatives to patriotism, 

and no intellectual, at least as far as I know, actually behaves in a way that effectively 

rejects patriotism.   

Alternatives to patriotism may at some time be developed, but one additional reason for 

patriotism’s current staying power is its ability to complement all kinds of political 

ideologies. There is no reason that patriotism should be intrinsically incompatible with 

liberalism, communism, or fascism. One can love one’s country and still champion 

individual rights or central planning or love of the leader. And indeed, the past and present 

is full of men and women who easily combined patriotic feelings with a remarkable range 

of political beliefs.   

Another good reason for patriotism’s staying power is that it permits people to love more 

than one country. There is no reason that I, as a Ukrainian-American, cannot love Ukraine 

as much—or as little—as the United States. I could even be, if I should so choose, an 

Austrian or a Polish or a French patriot, since I can love any of these countries without 

being a member of their nations.   

We are, thus, all patriots, even if we claim not to be—and especially if, as is often the case 

with intellectuals, our patriotism is not be directed at “our” own countries.” 

Prof. Alexander J. Motyl 

Rutgers University, Newark 

 
 
 



All participating artists and international scholars, theoreticians of society and culture and 

others are invited to send to us their views and reflections on patriotism. These will be 

featured in the catalogue and available on our website.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



The exhibition Patriotism Tomorrow is organised in the Wyspa Progress Institute 

(http://www.wyspa.art.pl/index_en.html) in Gdańsk, an innovative artistic organisation 

combining the presentation of contemporary art with deliberations on the shape of social 

culture.  

 

After the presentation at the Wyspa Progress Institute, Patriotism Tomorrow will be 

hosted by our partners: 

 
Wolf Kahlen Museum Bernau - Intermedia Arts Museum 

Staatliche Hochschule für Gestaltung Karlsruhe 

 

The opening will take place on November 25th, 2006.  

 

The exhibition is organised in cooperation with the Jagiellonian University, Cracow, 

and has already been supported by the Austrian Forum of Culture, the Hungarian 

Institute and the City Council of Torun.  

 

 

Project curators:  

Agata Chinowska 

Marta Moraczewska 

Olga Peczyńska 

Renata Rusnak 

Monika Weychert Waluszko 
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Thank you for your interest and cooperation.  

 

 

 


	Piero Glina 
	Netherlands/Moldova: 
	Saskia Edens 


